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T he L yd ick  Cor r idor



Find ing a Bog                     W in ter / Spr ing 20 14



Photo courtesy of Brad Slaughter

Rannoch Rush (Scheuchzeria palustris), 
Indiana Endangered

Distribution map from: Kartesz, J.T., The Biota of North America Program 
(BONAP). 2015. North American Plant Atlas. (http://bonap.net/napa). Chapel 
Hill, N.C. [maps generated from Kartesz, J.T. 2015. Floristic Synthesis of North 
America, Version 1.0. Biota of North America Program (BONAP). (in press)].
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Bog H un t ing
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Bog H un t ing                                         6- 14- 20 14
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Bog H un t ing



Yep, I t ’s a Bog! 8- 18- 20 14



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog

Acid sedge and Sphagnum bog

Characteristic species: yellow lake 
sedge (Carex utriculata), round-
leaved sundew (Drosera 
rotundifolia), sphagnum (Sphagnum
spp.), poison sumac (Toxicodendron 
vernix)

Several carnivorous plants



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog

Informal plant inventory 
8/18/2014 and 7/27/2015 
(Dunbar, Hedge, Namestnik, and 
Sass):

85 species, 81 (95%) native

Mean C = 6.6 (native mean C 
= 6.9)

FQI = 60.8 (native FQI = 
62.1)

Purple pitcherplant (Sarracenia purpurea)



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog
ETR Plant Species (7 or 8 documented)

Latin Name Common Name ETR Status

Betula populifolia Gray birch State Endangered

Carex atlantica Atlantic star sedge State Threatened

Dendrolycopodium hickeyi Hickey’s ground pine State Rare

Malaxis unifolia Green adder’s mouth State Endangered

Pyrola chlorantha Green shinleaf State Extirpated

Salix serissima Autumn willow State Threatened

Scheuchzeria palustris Rannoch rush State Endangered

Viola primulifolia Primrose violet State Threatened

Green adder’s mouth (Malaxis unifolia)



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog
Carnivorous Plant Species

Latin Name Common Name

Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved sundew

Sarracenia purpurea Purple pitcherplant

Utricularia macrorhiza Great bladderwort

Round-leaved sundew
(Drosera rotundifolia)

Great bladderwort
(Utricularia macrorhiza)



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog
Other Conservative Plant Species (too many to list!)

Latin Name Common Name

Bartonia virginica Virginia screwstem

Bidens discoidea Swamp beggarticks

Carex alata Winged oval sedge

Carex canescens Bog gray sedge

Chamaedaphne calyculata var. angustifolia Leatherleaf

Comarum palustre Marsh cinquefoil

Dulichium arundinaceum Three-way sedge

Larix laricina Tamarack

Virginia screwstem
(Bartonia virginica)



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog
Other Conservative Plant Species (too many to list!)

Latin Name Common Name

Liparis loeselii Green twayblade

Lycopus rubellus Stalked water horehound

Platanthera clavellata Club-spur orchid

Salix pedicellaris var. hypoglauca Bog willow

Salix sericea Silky willow

Toxicodendron vernix Poison sumac

Vaccinium macrocarpon Large cranberry

Viola macloskeyi Smooth white violet

Poison sumac (Toxicodendron vernix)

Club-spur orchid (Platanthera clavellata)



Steeplebush (Spiraea tomentosa var. rosea)

Swamp loosestrife (Decodon verticillatus)

Leatherleaf 
(Chamaedaphne calyculata var. angustifolia)

T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog
Three-way sedge (Dulichium arundinaceum)



T he Ecology  of  L yd ick  Bog

Crested shield fern (Dryopteris cristata)

Marsh St. John’s wort (Triadenum virginicum)

Large cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon)

Tall swamp marigold (Bidens trichosperma)



Chain  O ’L akes
1875

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The lakes of  St. Joseph county, as said by Prof. Blatchley, in  his report as state geologist for the year 1900, are small in size, and most of them rapidly becoming extinct. Deposits of marl are found  near  and  under many of them; not generally, however,  of good workable area and thickness. Among the most beautiful and noted of our lakes are Chain and Bass lakes, in Warren township, a few miles west of  South  Bend. The marl beds in and around these lakes cover nearly three hundred and fifty acres. Their sparkling waters have �always been favorite resorts for boating- and fishing. They were dear to the Indian long- before the coming of the white man. Near by, to the east of these lakes. at Mount Pleasant, on Portage Prairie, stood the historic village of the Miamis, famous in story and song, where the treaty with LaSalle was made in 1681.

Near New Carlisle, on the borders of Terre Coupee Prairie, and at various other points such remains are discovered. The most remarkable of these are three large mounds and two small ones, found in Warren township, on the northwest bank of the furthest south of the group of Chain lakes, just south of the Lake Shore railroad tracks. These mounds have supplied some of the finest of the copper axes in the collections of the Northern Indiana Historical Society and other collections; while in the vicinity of the mounds are the usual cloth-marked fragments of pottery and broken stone implements indicating the presence of that old race whose remains are so conspicuous throughout the valley of the Kankakee and the Illinois.
�



L yd ick  Bog Af ter  the V isi t

Hurwich Trust

Chain O’Lakes 
Conservation 

Club



Sh i r ley  H einze L and T r ust                  9- 15- 20 15



L and Acquisi t ion  Com m i t tee   
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W hat’s N ext?                                      



M oving For war d…...                                       



A Conser vat ion  Al l iance?                                   



Conclusion
Incredibly unique area - ETR/TE species, coastal plain disjunct plant species, 

conservative plant species

Large knowledge gaps… portions not surveyed recently, if ever

Much of the area already lost to development and invasive species

Small percentage is protected, have been recent developments to protect additional 

natural areas, but a lot of work to do

Individuals can and did make a difference

More property needs to be acquired



For  M or e I n for m at ion :
Steve Sass

north@inpaws.org

Scott Namestnik

snamestnik@orbisec.com
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